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exiles from religious persecution sought refuge on the estate of Count Nicholas von
Zinzendorf in Saxony. She identifies the emphasis given to vernacular languages,
music, education and mission as Zinzendorf influenced the development of the
Moravian Church. One of his successors drew up a list of instructions which
missionaries were to follow. They were to respect laws of the land and not meddle in
state politics. Much of this volume is concerned with the problems experienced as the
missionaries tried to operate in a foreign environment, faced with opposition from
settlers and constrained by the instructions and the prevailing view that the
Aborigines were on the brink of extinction. Jensz illustrates how distance from their
headquarters in Saxony and concomitant delay in communications led them
increasingly to ignore or manipulate these instructions.
This book also focuses on the role of Friedrich Hagenauer. Nurtured in the
egalitarian ethos of the Moravian tradition, his attempts to evangelise and care for
Aborigines in this foreign situation led him increasingly to exercise control,
evidenced by his support for the so-called ‘‘Half-Caste’’ Act of 1886 and his
appointment as Secretary of the Aborigines Protection Board in 1889. Jensz sees his
response as ‘‘callous in the extreme’’ (p. 218), although she allows him ‘‘some
semblance of humanity’’ (p. 225).
What I find missing throughout the work is detail of the daily interaction of the
Moravians with Aboriginal people. Many of the Moravians came from a peasant and
artisan background and they accomplished much in training in pastoral, agricultural
and building projects. Little attention is given to the role of the Moravian women in
their daily interaction with those they trained in the domestic sphere. Despite the
identification of the importance of music and education in the Moravian tradition,
there is little reference to their achievements in these areas. From my experience as a
mission superintendent I suggest that these kinds of daily interaction somewhat
tempered the perceived control of Aboriginal lives.
This book provides valuable insights into the problems faced by the Moravians in
Victoria and ways in which they sought to adapt to the foreign environment.
However, readers may need to familiarise themselves with the activities just
mentioned before making their own judgment about the Moravian contribution.
W.H. (Bill) Edwards
University of South Australia
# 2011, W.H. (Bill) Edwards
What were they Thinking? The Politics of Ideas in Australia, by James Walter with
Todd Moore, UNSW Press, Sydney, 2010, 400 pp., $39.95 (paperback), ISBN
9780868409719.
James Walter and Todd Moore have given us a lively, if partial, account of Australian
political history in the twentieth century, and the ideas that shaped the politicians
and intellectuals at the centre of that history.
Their focus is on social liberalism, the dominant political outlook of mainstream
politicians and intellectuals for most of the century, and the challenges to it from
both left and right. Social liberals wanted a strong capitalism, but rejected the
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classical liberal view of a minimal state with the fate of individuals entirely
contingent on their ability to compete. The most significant politician of the
federation decade, Alfred Deakin, fought for tariffs to encourage manufacturing,
regulation to ensure minimum wages and working conditions, and some limited
welfare. Deakin’s social liberalism provided much of the theoretical underpinning to
the so-called ‘‘Australian settlement.’’
A constant theme is the debate within the political and intellectual elite over the
proper role of the state in economic and social life. The Great Depression saw an
attack on social liberalism from the right, but the end result was the disintegration of
the anti-Labor parties during the Second World War. Menzies rebuilt anti-Labor
politics by accepting welfare and Keynesian demand management, while opposing
the strong state regulation of the economy proposed by Labor. The economic crisis
of the mid-1970s saw the social liberal consensus of the post war era fracture, with
both Labor and the Coalition adopting ‘‘market reform.’’ The book ends, as it
began, with Kevin Rudd’s response to the Global Financial Crisis*channelling the
rhetoric of social liberalism whilst continuing to enact a policy agenda little different
from that of John Howard.
Walter sees ‘‘the fundamental determinant of political reasoning [as] economic’’,
and economic crises as the cause of ‘‘every decisive shift in political thinking’’
(p. 336). As a Marxist, I found the focus on economic interests (and crises)
refreshing. However, there are two other dimensions to the ‘‘problem of order’’
facing any ruling class (p. 302). War and strategic calculation have been a major
element in shaping politics in Australia, yet while these form a significant descriptive
element in the book, we get little sense of how elite thinkers have linked military
preparations to the economic role of the state.
The second ‘‘problem of order’’ is containing working-class activism and class
consciousness. Class is far from ignored in the book and is central to the best chapter,
on the Great War and after. However it, too, is undertheorised.
Are these simply the criticisms of a reviewer with a different opinion? Perhaps, but I
found the argument dealing with the early Commonwealth, in the book’s foundational
chapter, to be thin. This applies especially to the most significant turning point in
Australian politics after 1901, the fusion of the free trade/anti-socialist and
protectionist parties in 1909. These bitter enemies joined forces to fight Labor, and
reconfigured the official political contest along class lines. In a book on political ideas,
we get little sense of why fundamental principles such as free trade were surrendered.
Walter sees the generation of political ideas as a top-down process. The problem
is that it is those at the bottom who feed, house and resist those at the top.
A workable ruling-class ideology has to be able to both contain and combat that
resistance. In this book, however, we get little sense of how elite thinkers approached
the problem of containing working class militancy.
All that said, What Were They Thinking? is a book that is worth arguing with. It
puts political and economic ideas into context, and tells a story of Australian politics
more interesting than most.
Phil Griffiths
University of Southern Queensland
# 2011, Phil Griffiths
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